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Friends of Theta Phi Alpha Foundation

Sister ($25-$50) (Continued)


Dear Sister and Friend,

Thank you.   What better way to start the Annual Report than by expressing our appreciation?  Thank you to all those sisters who, despite challenging economic times, contributed to the Theta Phi Alpha Foundation in 2008 and 2009.  But, then again, the sisters of Theta Phi Alpha always come through.  

The mission of the Theta Phi Alpha Foundation is to provide financial support to the Fraternity by soliciting tax-deductible donations and other fund raising efforts.  
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This Annual Report covers the finances for the Foundation’s fiscal years Oct. 1 2007 – Sept. 30th 2008 and Oct. 1 2008 – Sept. 30th 2009 and provides updates on recent and anticipated Foundation activities.

The income statement to the right shows the income and expenses of the Foundation.  The fiscal year 2008 resulted in a slight loss, while the same period in 2009 showed a profit.
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(Based on Fiscal Years)

2008

2009

Revenues

54,942.14

  

 

34,499.42

 

 

Expenses

56,469.88

  

 

28,409.01

 

 

Profit/ (Loss)

(1,527.74)

  

 

6,090.41

   

 

Our contrbutions consist of two different types of revenue – restricted and non-restricted.  A restricted donation means that the contributor specified explicitly to what fund or area that the money must be applied. The benefactor might stipulate the donation be used for scholarships, Camp Friendship funding or Disaster Relief grants.   These restricted dollars can only be used as the donor has designated.  An example of restricted funds is the Dr. Mari Ann Callais Leadership Endowed Fund.  To date, approximately $15,000 has been raised for this fund.  However, the Foundation cannot use any of the money in this Fund until the total amount has reached the endowment level.  Until then, these restricted funds remain unavailable for any use, including the intended use of this fund- leadership programs.  Conversely, unrestricted donations are channeled to the Foundation’s general fund.  The Foundation may direct assets in the general fund where there is the most current need.  This is why the earlier income statement shows only the unrestricted dollars as revenues.

We have over 15,000 sisters in Theta Phi Alpha, but only 4.6% contributed in 2008 and in 2009 just 2% contributed.  In order to generate income to fund the Fraternity’s programs and sponsored philanthropies, we need more members to donate to the Foundation. Any monetary amount is appreciated.

Support of the Foundation is not limited to sisters.  Friends, families, and members of other Greek organizations are welcome to donate.  We encourage parents to contribute to celebrate their daughters’ initiation or graduation; Chapters to acknowledge outstanding Greek advisors; and Alumnae Associations to recognize alumnae who have achieved outstanding milestones with an “in-honor” donation.  Of course, we welcome all alumnae to donate, as they are able.  There are many reasons to give to the Foundation.  Some sisters give to help others in need, to honor a friend or simply to ensure future Theta Phi’s enjoy the same wonderful sorority experiences they did.  Some individuals/groups establish endowments, e.g. Dr. Mari Ann Callais Leadership Fund and Memorial Fund for Meghan Beck.

[image: image3.wmf] 

[image: image4.wmf]Donations by Year of Initiation

’99

6,919

 

’99

5,308

 

’83

3,780

 

’79

1,278

 

’70

3,482

 

’93

1,154

 

’91

2,696

 

’52

1,130

 

’79

2,575

 

’06

1,068

 

’85

2,334

 

’73

1,016

 

’93

1,630

 

’66

1,000

 

’73

1,475

 

’70

960

   

 

’80

1,445

 

’85

825

   

 

’81

1,349

 

’78

750

   

 

2008

2009


Now let us take a closer look at the Foundation’s expenses.

Scholarships: Over the last two years, the Foundation has continued to award undergraduate and graduate scholarships as well as grants to collegians for the Undergraduate Interfraternity Institute (UIFI), the premier leadership institute for fraternity and sorority leaders sponsored by the North American Interfraternity Conference. Although fewer scholarships were awarded in 2009, funding was not the reason.  There were a lower number of scholarship applicants as well as fewer qualified applicants
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Education:  The Foundation partnered with the Fraternity by funding InCircle (the Fraternity’s own in-house social network). However, social media has taken us to new levels and InCircle was discontinued this year.  Currently, the Foundation is financially supporting the creation of the new Fraternity website and the development of a new, more robust database.  Additional expenditures are the Foundation’s commitment to the COMPASS through our “Foundation Focus” column, which provides our membership with up to date information about the Foundation’s endeavors. This expense category also includes the Foundation’s gift of a book to graduating seniors, entitled ”Life After School”.
Programs:  The Foundation was a part of the 2008 Convention and 2009 Leadership Conference by underwriting the speakers.  We hosted the Foundation Breakfast and, for the first time, an alumnae reception at the 2008 Convention. The Foundation provided the honorarium, which was given to the Siena Medalist’s designated charity, in her name. Glenmary’s Camp Friendship summer program continues to be the recipient of our donors’ generosity.  Camp Friendships’ doors are open for two weeks each summer to underprivileged children of all backgrounds.  In fact, in 2008 the Foundation covered the expense of two weeks of Camp Friendship [$5,000], as well as donating $3,500 toward the Camp’s sponsorship in 2009.  In 2009, the Foundation made a partial endowment for the Traveling Education Consultant program.   

Administration/Operations: Among other items, fundraising incurs unavoidable expenses for printing, design layout and postage for our appeals.   The administrative expense line includes expenditures associated with the support of the national office staff, insurance, legal and accountant services.

Of course, there were also many Foundation events and happenings during the previous two years. 

· Once again the collegiate Leadership Conference attendees wrote thank you notes to our top donors.  

· In 2009 we celebrated the Foundation’s 50th birthday.  

· Our First Foundation Tea took place.  The tea is an informal event hosted by a local alumna.  Area alumnae are invited to gather and share sorority memories and fundraise for the Foundation.  Debra Ashby in Texas hosted the first tea.   Thank you Debra!  
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Perhaps one of the more exciting changes was the inception of the Sustaining Sister Program.  The Foundation rolled out the Sustaining Sister Program in 2009 to offer an alternative way for you to make donations to the Foundation.  (Check thetaphialpha.org/foundation for more information). It is FREE to our donors.  We are trying to make it as easy as possible for our sisters and friends to make tax-deductible donations to the Foundation, which is a 501 (c)(3) organization. This program allows you to contribute on a regular and pre-determined basis through direct checking account withdrawals. Donating this way can help you give the amount you want to give without having to write a check, mailing it or putting an unnecessary strain on your budget.  Becoming a Sustaining Sister lets you have manageable amounts of money deducted automatically from your account.  To sign up simply complete the Sustaining Sister document on the Theta Phi Alpha website [click on Foundation].  You will need to decide how much you want to give ($5 per month minimum) and at what time interval (monthly/quarterly). Should your financial circumstances change, it’s also easy to stop any automatic withdrawal by faxing a letter to National Office at 1-440-899-9293 or simply send an email to ThetaphiNO@thetaphialpha.org.  Of course, you may continue to donate via the Theta Phi Alpha website (www. thetaphiapha.org), calling national office (440-899-9282) or responding to the annual Foundation appeal you received in the mail. We encourage our sisters to incorporate the Foundation into your estate planning.  It is such a heartwarming feeling to learn that a sister believed strongly enough about her years as a Theta Phi to include the Foundation as part of her final wishes.  Contact National Office for a copy of our estate-planning guide. (See side bar)

The Foundation also continues to support our Disaster Relief Fund. The fund was established on September 22, 2005, and is used for the awarding of grants to needy student and alumnae members of Theta Phi Alpha Fraternity in good standing who find themselves in financial distress due to the occurrence of a Presidentially declared major disaster or emergency under Section 401 of the Stafford Act.

The Foundation Directors would like to recognize Irene Caliendo, Kappa, who retired from the Foundation in 2009 after serving 7.5 years as a Foundation Director.  Cat Sohor, Beta Xi, has been appointed to the Board.  Recently, the Foundation refined the responsibilities of each director. Cat will be responsible for coordinating appeals.  In addition, the Foundation Directors increased by one to have a director now specifically addressing Donor Analysis.  Karen Mills, Alpha Nu, has graciously joined the Foundation to support us in this role.  

We are excited about new fundraising plans as the Fraternity’s 100th birthday approaches. Thank you for your generosity. Please continue to donate to the Foundation and encourage others to join you.  Together, as partners, we can continue to support the dreams of our Founding Sisters of making Theta Phi Alpha Fraternity the best it can be.

Fraternally
Theresa Primosch Kinch, Alpha Epsilon, President

Linda Geca Barath, Alpha Xi, Treasurer

Marie Sumara, Alpha Iota, Secretary

Tish Cravener Miller, Alpha Upsilon, Scholarship

Cat Sohor, Beta Xi, Appeals

Karen Mills, Alpha Nu, Donor Analysis

Kathy Prokupek Gaver, Alpha Pi, National President

A Closer Look at our Donors:
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The Theta Phi Alpha Foundation 2009 Calendar Year Donors
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BD

Kimberly Ann

Mielens Hands

AN

Marguerite Ann

Cavanaugh King

BD

Linda Marie

Karczewski Robinson

AN

Susanne Alice

Lamb Hardin

BD

Laura Ann

Reske Roycht

AN

Pamela

Light

BD

Jennifer Lynn

Waggoner Kreiman

AN

Holly

Ruscin Paterniti

BD

Karen Leigh

Detzel Coleman

AN

Shannon

Mcavoy

BD

Barbara

Luse Gjerstad

AN

Jennifer

Simon Howlett

BD

Mary Terese

Matousek

AX

Cheryl Beth

Brenner

BD

Sister ($25-$50) (Continued)
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Foundation History


Approved at the 1958 National Convention, the Foundation was formed as the Founders’ Foundation the following year. Lois Barry Lynch, Kappa, assumed the role of the Foundation’s first president, at the request of Mary K. Ammon, Kappa, National President of Theta Phi Alpha.  For 50 years the Foundation has stayed true to its founding ideals.  As the result of a Fraternity Strategic meeting, and wanting to promote consistent Theta Phi branding, the Foundation changed its name in 2008 to the Theta Phi Alpha Foundation and presented a new logo.





1912 Society:


Launched in 2002, the purpose of the 1912 Society is to acknowledge those who have left estate gifts to help secure the future of our Fraternity and to encourage others to do the same.  A Will Planning Guide is available to any sister who requests one from National Office. The Will Planning worksheets are meant to assist you in preparation of your estate plans.  You can learn how to leave a charitable gift bequest to the Foundation and/or bequest to the Foundation.    If you have already left the Foundation in your will, please let National Office know.  We would love to honor you in our 1912 Society.
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